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P.S.H.E. Department

YEAR 8 AUTUMN TERM 2009 –INDEPENDENT ENQUIRER

CHILDREN OF THE WORLD S.I.L.K.*

In this booklet you will find plenty of information to help you develop your skills of Independent Enquiry so that you are able to research successfully and produce good assignments. You’ll find a lot of good advice here that will help you with Independent Enquiry activities in all your subjects so keep the booklet in a safe place where you can refer to it when you need to. You’ll also find electronic versions of this S.I.L.K. on the PSHE Blogs at
www.anngarratt.wordpress.com and www.robertkelly.wordpress.com 

(* Students’ Independent Learning Kit)

What is an Independent Enquirer?

You are an independent enquirer if you:

· Can explain why you need to find things out

· Know what you want to find out

· Can explain how to find things out

· Can look at things from different points of view

· Can judge the information you find

· Support your findings with evidence

You can develop your independent enquiry skills inside and outside lessons. When something interests you in class, make a note in your Planner to find out more about it later. Use the Internet to find out information and compare different sources. Do they all say the same thing? If not, why not? Compare electronic information with that in textbooks and encyclopaedias. Which information is the most up to date? Which can you trust the most and why?

Rate Your Own Independent Enquirer Skills

Before you begin work on your Children of the World research, rate your own Independent Enquirer skills by choosing the most appropriate response for each statement by putting a tick in the right place:

I am good at:










Very like me
Quite like me        Not like me

5
4
3
2
1

· Breaking problems down into a series of questions to answer     5
            4
            3
            2
            1

· Planning how to find out the things I need to know                        5
            4                   3                   2
            1
· Understanding the consequences of my decisions                           5                    4                  3                    2                  1
· Recognising that other people’s beliefs and feelings may               5                    4                  3                    2                  1
affect what they do or say and the information that they give me

· Analysing and evaluating the relevance and value of the               5                     4                  3                    2                   1
information I’ve collected

· Supporting my conclusions with evidence that I can                     5                     4                  3                    2                   1
explain with a convincing argument

What is Research?

Research is being able to find out information from a variety of different sources and using this information to make well-informed judgements. 

Research is a vital tool to widen your knowledge and understanding of the topics that you need to find out more about. 

Developing good research skills will help you become an increasingly successful learner. You need to learn how to gather information and to assemble, evaluate and interpret your findings.

Essentially there are 5 different Research Tools that you can use to get information from:

· Guides

· Leaflets

· Papers

· Books

· Internet
In addition there are Four Research Skills. One way of tackling any research task is to divide the topic to be researched into the following areas:

· The Four Big Questions/Categories/Areas*

Decide on the four most important questions or categories of information you need to find answers to for the research you need to do. 

(*Remember you can apply the Four Big Questions/Categories/Areas principle to any topic you need to research.
When you have sorted out the answers to the Four Big Questions, you need to organise your facts into an order of importance under each of your Four Big Questions/Categories/Areas Headings. Doing this will help you write up your research in your own words.)

· Fact Finding

This means locating the information you need to complete your research.

· Selecting the Right Sources

This is not an easy task, particularly to begin with because there are often lots of books and Internet sites to choose from. You will find some advice to help you on the next page.

· Avoiding Plagiarism 

This means taking someone else’s work or research and making it look as if it’s yours. It is dishonest. Don’t do it. Part of developing good research skills is learning how to make writing up the research you do in your own words. If you do refer to other people’s work, you must acknowledge your sources of information – say exactly where you found your information. A bibliography to at the end of your work is good for this.  A bibliography is a list giving the titles and authors or editors of all the books you used and all the website addresses you referred to while you were doing your research.
Information Skills – Students’ Information Sheet
When you are researching and preparing your work you need to organise what you do around these core activities:

· Planning

· Locating and gathering

· Selecting and appraising

· Organising and recording

· Communicating and realising

· Evaluating

No matter what the subject, the assignment you have been given, or the work you need to produce, you need to follow the ‘Nine Question Steps to Learning Success’ plan in order to produce the best possible work. It looks like this:

1
What do I need to do?
(Formulate and analyse need.)

2
Where could I go?
(Identify and appraise likely sources.)

3
How do I get the information?
(Trace and locate individual resources.)

4
Which resources shall I use?
(Examine, select or reject individual resources.)

5
How shall I use the resources?
(Interrogate resources.)

6
What should I make a record of?
(Recording and sorting information.)

7
Have I got the information I need?
(Interpreting, analysing, synthesising, evaluating.)

8
How should I present it?
(Presenting, communicating.)

9
What have I achieved?
(Evaluation.)

Each of these questions relates to a particular cross-curricular skill you need to develop. When you have acquired these skills, you will have the knowledge and control needed to be a very successful independent enquirer. You will:

· Know exactly what your task is.

· Understand how to find the information you need

· Recognise how to utilise a wide range of resources to find out what you need to know.

· Be able to complete the task successfully using the information you have acquired.

The ‘How Do I Find and Present Information?’ diagram on the next page shows another way you can structure your work successfully. 

How Do I Find & Present Information?
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A Sample Students’ Check Sheet for Evaluating Non-fiction Books

Student Name:


Date:



 Research Topic:

Title of Non Fiction Book:





 Author(s) or Editor(s):

Important Note: Before deciding whether or not to use a book, always check the following:

1.
Is the author an expert on the subject? (Tick in the right space)
___Yes
___No
___Unsure

2.
On the back of the title page look for the following information:

Copyright date:

Number of editions:

3.
Is the copyright date recent enough to include the newest facts? (Tick in the right space)










___Yes___No___Unsure

4.
Are there photographs? (Tick in the right space)


___Yes___No___Unsure

Are they helpful? (Tick in the right space)



___Yes___No___Unsure

Are there pictures? (Tick in the right space)


___Yes___No___Unsure

Are they helpful? (Tick in the right space)



___Yes___No___Unsure

Are there diagrams? (Tick in the right space)


___Yes___No___Unsure

Are they helpful? (Tick in the right space)



___Yes___No___Unsure

Are there maps? (Tick in the right space)



___Yes___No___Unsure

Are they helpful? (Tick in the right space)



___Yes___No___Unsure

5.
Is the book convenient to use? Rate the following (Tick in the right space):
Index:



___Excellent


___Fair


___Not helpful

Table of Contents:

___Excellent


___Fair


___Not helpful

Headings:


___Excellent


___Fair


___Not helpful

Index:



___Excellent


___Fair


___Not helpful

Vocabulary


___Excellent


___Fair


___Not helpful

6.
Does the book cover the topic fully and is the information easy to understand?
Why?___________________________________________________________
Why not?_______________________________________________________
7.          What made you select this book as a resource?
Cover?____________Title?___________Other?______________________
8.
What overall rating would you give this resource? Think about everything you have recorded on this form to help you make this summative decision. (Tick in the right space)
Use with caution
___
Good basic information
___
Excellent for assignment 
___
How To Check That Your Internet Resources Are Reliable
You can use this QUICK Quality Information CheCKlist to help you judge the reliability of information on websites*. Following this eight step guide to the Key Questions to ask will always help you identify the best websites for your research.
1. Is it clear who has written the information?

2. Are the aims of the site clear?

3. Does the site achieve its aims?

4. Is the site relevant to me?

5. Can the Information be checked?

6. When was the site created?

7. Is the information biased in any way?

8. Does the site tell you about further choices open to you?

*Adapted from The Checklist Summary designed by Showme Multimedia Ltd. Last updated 2000

A Starter Activity for Research Skills – The 10 Minute Challenge

Study the situations shown below. Choose any three. In the space provided make brief notes of the RESEARCH TOOLS and RESEARCH SKILLS you would use to deal with these situations. Look back in this booklet if you need to remind yourself of what these were.

1. You are going for an interview for a part-time job. You have an interview next Wednesday.

2. You have invited some friends in for a meal. You find out that one of your friends has special dietary needs.

3. You need to get across London using the Underground

4. You have an exam next week on the Cells of the Human Body. You were away for most of the lessons on this topic and don’t have any notes.

5. You have been given geography homework on Kenya and you have been told that you are not allowed to use the Internet for your research.

6. You want to find out about your family tree.

7. You are packing your bag for the Year 8 Residential Trip and are worried about what to take and pack.

8. You have been invited to a party of someone you don’t know. You’ve been told that the theme for dress is Cops and Robbers. What would you do?

My Notes for Situation Number ___:

(What I would do and why these types of Research Tools and Research Skills would be useful)

My Notes for Situation Number___:

(What I would do and why these types of Research Tools and Research Skills would be useful)

My Notes for Situation Number___:

(What I would do and why these types of Research Tools and Research Skills would be useful)

Learning about Research Skills – Reviewing What I’ve Learned

Think about what you have learned about Research Tools and Research Skills. Think about research work that you have completed already – it might be assignments you’ve completed in school or something you’ve done in your own time out of your own interest. In the space below write down top ten tips to help other students become successful researchers who can create good quality original work. Remember to include advice about what to do if they don’t know what to do! Try to list your ideas in order of importance.
My Top Ten Tips for Doing Successful Research

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

** If you have time, add some illustrations to make the meaning of your tips clearer and more interesting to look at.

Some Good Websites To Explore To Help You Begin Your Children Of The World Research
Note: These links were checked at the end of July 2009. The layout of the websites is unlikely to change but you may find that different people’s stories are featured.
www.psheok.co.uk 
This is the Ashlawn PSHE Department’s website. Go to the Year 8 Section and look at the listings for Children of the World. Here you will find over 30 articles with http links to help get you off to a really successful start. Spend some time looking at Article Numbers 4, 5, 7, 8, 20, 22 and 23. Follow the links and you’ll find your way to accounts of lots of children’s lives. 
www.worldvision.org.uk 
Under FEATURES you’ll find people’s stories, e.g. Running Scared from Chad; finding a Voice in DR Congo; Samatha and Her Family Battle the Bihar Flood; Kenya: Lives Turned Upside Down; In Exchange for My Childhood

Under CHILD SPONSORSHIP you’ll find real sponsorship stories, e.g.Mayuri’s Story; Mariama’s Story; Hhamphouy’s Story.

www.savethechildren.org.uk 
Go to the SITE MAP and look under RESEARCH AND RESOURCES. Go to PERSONAL STORIES, e.g. Ada’s Story (Sierra Leone); Degu’s Story (Ethiopia); Lilian’s Story (Kenya). The on-Line Library has a range of excellent supplementary resources covering issues such as Poverty, Child Labour and Children’s Rights. There is also a good Links section that will help you locate additional useful websites.

www.charitywater.org 
From the HOME PAGE go to DONATE. This brings up a link to MEET THE PEOPLE WE SERVE which includes a Back from Uganda post and The End of the World report about a pygmy community. There are stories too about what volunteers have done to help bring clean water to the people who need it.

www.christianaid.org.uk 
From the HOME PAGE go to WHAT WE DO and then to PARTNER FOCUS to see how The Thandanani Children’s Foundation in Natal helps orphans like Nosipho Zuma. From the WHAT WE DO section you can also go to EYEWITNESS. In the GLOBAL category, scroll through the World Malaria Day Photo Gallery where you’ll find the story of 5-year-oldJaeli who fell ill with malaria, 14-year-old Winifred who is living with HIV and 4-year-old Marilyn.

www.globalissues.org 
From the HOME PAGE go to ISSUES and then go to ARTICLES. There are over 100 of these. You’ll find a lot of information about children’s lives in many of the articles e.g. AIDS in Africa and Sierra Leone which includes information on child soldiers, human rights and child rights.

** Remember that you’ll need to look at other websites as well as at books and encyclopaedias to help you find out more about what life is like for children living in these places in the world. No matter what topic you are researching, it’s always worth looking at Encyclopaedia Britannica Online to help you with your learning. Log on to the school website at www.ashlawn.org.uk. The link is in the Students’ Section. The User Name is Ashlawn School and the Password is bolse787.

If you decide to do your research on a child who lives in a country like Afghanistan or Iraq, you may find that watching the news coverage from these places helps you write about what life is like in that country.
                                                           Ashlawn School PSHE Department
       Year 8

                          Children of the World
Assessment Criteria for the Independent Enquirer Assignment
	*Remember that your key learning objectives for this assignment are to explore independently to find out, investigate, understand, give reasons and explain


	

	INVESTIGATING:
	50 Marks Total

	The name of the child                                                                                                                    1 mark
	1

	A picture of the child                                                                                                                      1 mark
	1

	The age of the child                                                                                                                        1 mark
	1

	Where the child lives - describe in words                                                                                4 marks total
1. Brief description

2. Detailed description
	1

2-4

	Where the child lives – show using a map                                                                                    1 mark
	1

	A copy of the country’s flag                                                                                                          1 mark
	1

	How long are they likely to live (life expectancy)                                                                         1 mark
	1

	Explain about their religion – beliefs, artefacts, buildings etc.                                               5 marks total
1. One feature explained in detail

2. Two features explained in detail

3. Three or more features explained in detail
	1

2

3-5

	Describe the child’s family – size, relatives etc.                                                                      3 marks total
1. Brief description

2. Detailed description
	1

2-3

	Describe the education they receive – school, uniform etc.                                                   3 marks total
1. Brief description

2. Detailed description
	1

2-3

	Describe the typical food they eat                                                                                           3 marks total
1. Brief description

2. Detailed description
	1

2-3

	Describe the typical clothes they wear                                                                                    3 marks total
1. Brief description

2. Detailed description
	1

2-3

	How do members of the family earn their living?                                                                  7 marks total
      1. Are they rich/poor?

      2. Why are they rich/poor?
	           1-3

1

1-3

	If the child has to work, explain why they need to work                                                       4 marks total
1. Brief explanation

2. Detailed explanation
	1-2

3-4

	Describe their possessions                                                                                                        4 marks total
1. Brief description

2. Detailed description
	1

2-4

	Does your child have access to medical care?                                                                              1 mark
Is medical care free or do they have to pay?                                                                                1 mark
	1

1

	Explain the dangers your child faces in life.                                                                          6 marks total
1. Brief explanation

2. Detailed explanation

3. Extended explanation
	1-2

3-4

5-6


	THINKING: justifying, comparing, being creative, analysing, evaluating, reviewing


	45 Marks Total

	Give reasons why you choose to find out about this child                                                    6 marks total
1. No attempt to provide reasons

2. A few reasons provided

3. Detailed and meaningful reasons based on research provided
	0

1-3

4-6

	How does their life differ from yours?                                                                                     8 marks total
1. No attempt made to compare & contrast

2. Attempted made to compare & contrast

3. Detailed comparisons and contrasts provided
	0

1-4

5-8

	Write a letter from you to the child                                                                                        10 marks total
1. Introduce yourself

2. Tell them what you have been studying in your PSHE lesson

3. Tell them something interesting about yourself

4. Tell them anything else about you that you think is suitable
	1-3

1-3

1

         1-3 

	What have you learnt whilst completing this project?                                                          12 marks total
1. The most important fact about your chosen child

2. The most important fact about living in your child’s country

3. Explain what it is you admire about your chosen child

4. Explain why you would like to meet your chosen child
	1

1

1-5

1-5

	How well did you complete this project?                                                                                9 marks total
1. What went well and what did you enjoy

2. What did you struggle with

3. What would you do differently next time
	1-2

1-2

1-5


	COMMUNICATING:
	5 Marks Total

	Basic standard of communication not met                                 
	0

	Generally well written and organised with sound spelling, punctuation and grammar    1-2 marks total
	1-2

	Written in a well-organised way; very few errors in spelling, punctuation or grammar    3-5 marks total
	3-5



	Level
	Mark

	3c
	20-24

	3b
	25-29

	3a
	30-34

	4c
	35-39

	4b
	40-44

	4a
	45-49

	5c
	50-54

	5b
	55-59

	5a
	60-64

	6c
	65-69

	6b
	70-74

	6a
	75-79

	7c
	80-84

	7b
	85-89

	7a
	90-94

	EP
	95-100



A.Garratt – August 2009
Is the information suitable for my purpose?





What resources?





Is the information biased in any way?





Is the information up to date?





Photographs, pictures & drawings





Relevance & scope?





Printed materials





Sound Recordings





    How should I choose?





People





Intranet and Internet





What records should I make?





How should I record the information?





In what form should my records be produced?








How should I arrange the results of my research?





PowerPoint presentation





Sound recordings





How do I prioritise?





Printed resources from the Intranet & Internet





Photographs, pictures & drawings





Research notes & diagrams





Have I got what I wanted?





What have I got?





What does it all add up to?





What do others think I have achieved?





Have I got the information I need?





What can I improve on and how?
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Name __________________	Group 8____





Mark        /100			Level______
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